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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is four stories high, one bay wide on the south side, one bay wide on 
the chamfered southeast corner, and four bays w5.de on the east side. 

The foundation is rusticated granite, the first story is brownstone, and the upper 
stories are common bond masonry. 

First floor windows were contained in tall round arches with foliate keystones (now 
covered). The chamfered corner has a small double hung two-over-two light window set 
in a flat arch. 

There is a glass door in the second bay on the east side of the building. The last 
bay on the east side was an entrance. It is rusticated, its round arch is smaller. 
This arch is interrupted by an entablature supported by unfluted columns with rusticated 
capitals. 

Above the arches of the first story is a blank entablature, followed by a moulded 
cornice topped by rusticated stone. This forms the sills of the second story windows, 
which are double hung with one-over-one lights, set in flat arches with splayed brick 
lintels. ^ ^ 

A rusticated stone string course comes between the second and third story windows; 
third story windows are like those of the second story. Flat brick pilasters separate 
each bay of the second and third stories. These have flat, leafy capitals; the 
attenuated curvilinear forms of these leaves and tendrils anticipates Art Nouveau. 
The pilasters support a thick rusticated stone belt course which acts as lintels for 
third story windows in all but the second and third bays of the east side of the 
building. (These bays have splayed brick lintels a rusticated stone string course above.) 
A large moulded cornice above this is likewise interrupted over these same bays, as is the 
window ornamentation. Only a rusticated stone strip appears over these two bays. 

Fourth story windows are narrow (four to a bay except in the chamfered corner), set in 
round arches stilted by the presence of stone capitals between each bay. Lintels are 
splayed brick; the cornice below forms their sills. 

Above the fourth story windows are two rusticated stone string courses. The uppermost 
has dentils beneath.Jig-patterned masonry appears above these, and extends almost to 
the height of the moulded wooden roof cornice. 

The roof is steeply pitched with a conical, turret-like section over the chamfered 
corner. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Presently the home of Barenburg Optical Co., this structure's first recorded use was as 

the Border State Savings Bank Building in 1893. Replete with con^ical tower, stone sills 

and lintels, and rustication, the building is a melange of architectural styles prevalent 

in the late 1880's and 90«s; Despite considerable alterations in the first story, the 

B^enfeurg Building retains interest as a study in late nineteenth century stylistic 

electicism. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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